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LETTING WITNESSES DECAMP.

We do not know whether to admire
FPolice Commissioner Waldo's eurlier
method with alleged grafters or his
later. When Becker was accused the
Commissioner was careful in the ex-
freme, Nothing could hurry him into
netlon against his subordinate until he
had evidence which a eourt would ac-
copt. Now that Tex Is accused he
hastens to snspend the alleged grafter
and then allows his evideuce to take
winge.

All the energles of the Polica De-
partment are now being bent to the
finding of the missing witnesses
srainst Fox. It will strike the public
that the energies of the Police Depart-
ment might have been devoted to pre-
senting Sipp and Dorian from running
away, or at least fo preventing them
from heing intimidated into running
away, With all the officers at his
command Mr. Waldo ought to be able
to keep his witnesses where he wants
them and to protect them from an-
poyance,

If the Police Depariment wanted
flose witnesses why didn't it keep
thewn within reach? Will it get them
back? ‘The ability of Mr. Waldo's
faree 10 catch witnesses agalost itself
4« under suspiclon. The men now senr-
rring over the earth to find the wit-
nesses necessary fo prove that there Is
mare than “one little Hentenant™ graft
ing pulled the bedelothes off Schepps
fn the Catekills and let him depart for
Hot Springs.  For weeks they Kuew
what autemebile the wives of “Lefty™
Toule and *“Gsp” the Blood nsed In
wisfting the gumnen and where it was
gtabled, but they eould not follow it
from Manhattan to Brooklyn.

The hest rule for Mr. Dougherty to
follow is to profit by the lessons af the
Recker ecase and owler his men to In-
teroept and fuspect every taxleab ap-
proaching Poliee  Headquarters.  He
muy thus be able to cateh the men he
wants hefore they knock at his deor.

THE RULE OF SENIORITY

The rule of seniority In committee
appointments  which Mr. Bryan Ge-
nounces has abtalned for vears in the
Tnited States Senate largely becanse
of ite practical convenlence. It has
made for orderliness and peace, In a
legislative body iu which cominitters
are chosen by a committee on commit-
tees, responsible to a party cancus, the

difficulties of applying the strict rule
of merit commended by Mre, Bryan are
ohvious. There is no standard of merit I
to which all applicants for posts llfl
distinetion would be willing to sub-
geribe.  What constitutes merit in one
aspirant’s opinion may be construed as
.demerit in the opinion of another.
Yoth parties in the Senate have there-
fore brought In an impersonal ex-
trapeons standard which ecould be ayp-
plled mechanically and which would
bear impartially on ail. It way not
have been the most accurate measure
of capacity, but, at least, it was un-
prejudiced, and It prevented a contest
for official recognitlon from degenerat-
ing into party civil war,

‘The practice of senlority preferment
bas its drawbacks. It tends to con-
centrate power in the bands of a few.
since the members of longest service
who obtain chairmanships under it
also become the ranking members of
olher committees on which they serve.
11 4 body like the Senate, where there
a0 wany commiftees and most Sen-
aiors have to take five or six commit-
tee assignments, the veterans get the
best places on the most lmportant com-
mittees, and often have more work to
do than they can attend to eatisfac-
tortly. It was a frequent complaint in
tlie ¢losing weeks of the Iast sessfon of
Congress that certaln Senators were
assigned by reason of their rank to too
many conference committees, thus
holding up the settlement of disputes
urising with the House.

In the lower branch of Congress the
evils of menforlty advancement have
bheen done away with by the adoption
of the role that the chalrman of an
fmportant committee shall not serve
on any other cominittee. That inno-
vation was casy to make, becauss the
House has a membership large enough
1o constitute all the committees with-
out much duplication. But no such
scheme would work In the Senate,
which bas only nipety-six members
and malntalng seventy-one committees,
each with from three to seventcen
members. If the seventy-one chair-
mwen were to be barred from other
committee service the othar twenty-five
Nepators would have to serve on about
fifty comittees aplece.

If the six hundred to seven hnndred
committee gppointments In the Senate
were to be made on a merit basis alone,
ench Congress might see o series of
personal and factional feuds as bitter
as those of the Kentucky mountalns,
Before transacting any busivess it

would have to be declded who were

%

best qualified to have charge of (he
machinery, and the laws against duel
ling would prevent a speedy determli-
nation of guestions at issue on an old-
fashloned survival of the fittest basls.
It would seem 1o e more sensible to
try to wodify the ills of the seniority
system before Aving to others fnherent

in the Liooaiown and drag-ont
method of sclection which Mr, Bryan
advocates.
A MIGHTY TASK.

Howbeit, doubtless, Master More, 10
speak truly @2 my mind giveth me,
wheragom porsessions  be  private,
where rianey Do th all the stroke,

it 8 hard and almeet imposgible that

thie ihe weal public may justly be
goveraell and  prosperously  flourish.
s For when every man under

certain titlea and pretences draweth
and pluckethh to hims=elf o= much as
he can, and so o few divide among

themselves all the riches thet there is,
never much abundance
then to the I8 left
lack and povert

be Lthere S0

1icl v o
and =tore, resigue

So thonght Masier Raphael after bis
visit to Utopla. aml so thought Plato
Nyither eould pdan o just distribution
of wealth execpt as all property was
held v common Governor Wilson,
however, goes them one better.  Hav-
ing caunzght o new glimpse of that
heaven that les about us in our In-
faney, he sends from his birthplace
the message: 1 want to proclain for
“my fellow eitizens this gospel for the
“future, fhat the men who serve will
“hie the mwen who profit.”  He tells the
business men of the United States that
“they are not going to be allowed to
“make any money except for a quid
“pro guo™; that they must render a
service or get nothing, and that in the
regulation of buslness govern-
“ment—that is, the moral judgments
“of the majority—must determine
“whether what they arve doing is a
“sorvive or is not n service, and that
“evervthing in business and polities is
“going to be reduced to this standard:
*“Are you giving anything to soclety
“ywhen you want to take anything out
“‘of society? ™

Tt Is & bigh ideal. I Governor Wil-
gon can schieve it he will have solved
the problem of the ages. Not in recent
years only, #s he suggests, have wen
Liven getting something for nothing, or,
which amounts to the same thing, get-
ting double what any particular ser-
vice enrned. No lawgiver yet has ever
been able to prevent it, and philoso-
phers in despair have turned to the
aholition of private gain as the only
road to the abolition of nnearned gain.
We would not geoff at the vision,
is what every honest man would like
ta see realized. If Governor Wilsan
can do what Plato could not. if he can
s wisely regulate the sequisition and
distribution of wealth that every man
may tnke in property just as much sl
only as much as he glves in lubor of
hand eor brain without erecting an
amniscient machine for the minnte aml
deadening control of every human av
tion., he will have made a millenninm
indeed. He is to mnke the promoter
cense from stock watering, the grocer
guuge his profits strictly by the valne
of his service In distribution, the
planter sell his cotton, not aceording
to the price he can exact from the
spinner in time of shortage, but ac-
copding to the actual cost of prodie
tion.  And he 18 to devise some human
authority so wise that it can defermine
the value of each man's contribution
A« planter, grocer or banker to the
public weal, and enable it to enforce
jt« sumptuary rnles on all enterprise
Then the unlon laborer will no longer
b open to his complaint of heinz an
“unprofitahle servant,” and the “money
trust”™ will have no reason for belng.
The ideal is a high one. Governor Wil-
son has set for his administration the
most tremendons transformation of s
¢lety undertaken since man's acquisi-
tive Instinet obtained the sanection of
law,

“the

THE CANAL AND THE NAVY.

My, J. F, Frazer's discussion in “The
London Standard” of the relation he-
tween the Panama Canal and the
American navy is in some degree
reminiscent of Holmes's katydid, It
says a pumber of undisputed things
“ln snch a golemn way.” Perhaps the
repetition of them i a revelation to
British readers, Certalnly it Is not to
thoughtful Americans who bave paid
attentlon to the subject, It Is obvious
that the canal will in a sense he “the
“weakest link in America’s chaln of
“defences.”” That is to say, it will
form an integral and essentlal part of
our coast line, and being the most re-
mote part of it will be most difficult
io protect in the ordinary way. 7To
any threatened point on the coast
from Maine to Texas an armny could
he hurried to prevent a hostile laud-
ing. but nothing of the sort conld he
done at Papama, and the eanal would
have to depend upon permanent local
defences and the navy.

There i another conslderation, Hos-
tile seizure of any other point on the
coast would affect chiefly that point
jtself and it alone, 1t would not har
interconrse hetween other parts of the
littoral. But selzure or impairment of
the canal would instantly bar all marl
time intercourse hetween our Atlantic
and Pacific coasta and would separate

the two portions of onr vavy which |

might be in those respective oceans
just as though the canal had never
been constructed, That is the fact
which makes those fifty miles by far
the most important part of our whole
coust line from the strategic point of
view. And these two clrcumstances
are what make it esseutinl thut the
canal ghall be provided with the most
powerful fortifications that can be con-
struected.

There I8 also a somewhat amnsing
naivetd in Mr. Frazer's observation
that Americans are likely soon to real-
ize that, in view of the possibility of
the eanal's belng seized or obstructed,
it will be necesgary for them to main-
tain on cuch const a fleet capuble of
bolding its own against any oppuonent
without the help of that on the other
const, Fven If this is true, It would
be the helght of absurdity Lo suggest
that the eanal thus  demanded o
grenter nerease of naval power than
wirild otherwise be necessary, for, of
vourse, I there were po ennal  the
maintenanes of such o tleet on eyeh
ocenn would be at least as necessury

L)

1|

Iﬁﬁ it will be with the canal, and there
would be this differenee, that then
each fleet would positively have al-
ways to rely upon ltself, co-operation
between them being entirely Impossi-
ble: while with the eanal there will
alwiys he the probability of complete
co-operation hetween the two, and &
practical certainty of some such co-
operation at the beginning, and n
shifting of strength to the coast oh
which it would be the more needed.
The eanal will not obviate the need of
a hig navy, but it will greatly increase
the efficiency of that navy.

PRODUCE BY PARCELS POST.

The Housewives' Leagne, which has
been eausing a flurry in the egg mar-
ket in various cities, anpounces that it
will attack the high cost of living from
a different angle. 1t purposes to open
a bureau in the city which shall regis-
ter the names and addresses of all who
wish to purchase butter, eggs and other
farm produce direct from the farmers
iy way of the parcels post service and
of all the farmers within fifty miles
of the city who are willing to sell their
produce direct to consumers. Later
gimilar bureaus will be formed in
other cities. For ils services as mid-
dleman the league will make no charge.
It is hoped to enlist the services of
local granges aud the State Granze in
awakening the farmers to their oppor:

rectly reaching consumers,
Tt 18 an interesting experiment.  be
cause of the limit of size and weizht
of parcels to be shipped by the pareels
post service, it is not to be expected
that this echeme will break the high
cost of living or do much more than
dent It. However, it may afford a lim-
ited number of small farmers a chanee
to sell their output in small lots at
gsomewhat Dbetter prices than they
could get by disposing of a small erop
in a lump. It may also make it pos-
gible for persons of avernge menns to
obtain Mmited quantities of butter,
eggs, frults and vegetables fresh from
the farms at approximately what they
now pay their retall dealers for those
supplles, or, under happy elrenm-
stances, at some reduction.  For n
numhber of years the Long Isinnd Rail
road’s experimental farm has b
shipping hampers of fresh fruit anil
vegetahles hy express to consumers in
Manhattan and Brooklvn, and they ar
rive in gowl condition,  The plan of
the Housewives' League will I warth
while if it does no more than extend
the eonsumption of really fresh farm
| produee,

———————eee

| AUTOMOBILE REGULATIONS.
Amendment of the automoblle law
1o cure some of its glaring ineonsigten

cies shonll e ane of the first acts of

the L. Ltture which Is about to as
semble.  That law was not desmed
perfect when it was eracied. Expe

rience with it has proved it fo be less
of o deterrent of reckless motor car
driving, less effective as an instrument
fop punishinent, an gonerally less sue-
cessful fo proteet the Inw-ubiding than
was  expected. 118 flaws are well
envigh known, though the recent conrt
decision that a drunken chauffear who
might run down Broadway at sixiy
miles an honr conld eseape with only
€5 fine unlese he' happened to Kill
gome mlueky individoual shows up one
flaw  hithertn nosuspectsd, Obviously
[ that needs n remedy. There shonld e

tunities under new conditions of dl-
]

IFr--r‘ care and other forms of equipment,
"and there las been heavy purchasing
| of steel billets in some sections, The
foolwear trade has shown an improve-
ment. although the tendency of prices
in leather is downward. An evidence
of the healthy business sltuation may
be found in the tremendous increase in
exports, which last week broke all
previous records, Exports wera $4.136,-
400 larger this year than in the corre=-
eponding period 1n 1811

The money situation remains about
the same for commercial purposes as it
has been for some time. Throughout
|the country there seems to be n suf-
ficlent supply to meet the commerclal
demands, but until after the first of the
year money will remain firm, with pos-
gibly some tendency toward higher
rates, In the foreign money markels
there is still considerable strain, and,
while tha situation {s not serlous, it will
require a settlement of Continental po-
litical differences to afford much rellef.
The fmpulse with which this country’s
business will ba started in 1913 blds
falr to carry prosperity over the ob-
stacles which tariff agitation and Euro-
pean  uncertainly would naturally
throw In the way of development,

(‘hicage has a new poliee doz named
Walddo, The animal starts work under
a handieap,

i

Mr. Suolzer will begin his administra-
| tion with a vigorous effort to live up
to his description of himsell as *“‘plain
Rill Sulzer” by aholishing the military
parade which ordinarily forms a part
of the innugural ceremonies, It is ap-
parent that he will never emulate Gov-
ernor Dix's devotion to militarism to
(he extent of appearing in uniform,

———

Conimissioner Prouty hits the nall
squarely on the head when he tells
transportation ecompanies that relia-
bility 18 more important than dlspateh.
That is true of the transportation of
both passengers and packages.

e ———

tinvernor Clark reports that the com-
merce of Alaska—chiefly, of course,
with the United States—amounted last
vear to nearly S63,000,000, including
the single jtem of $17,200000 in gold
!:-!ril,ll“'l to this country, Yet some of
L us can =il pemember the ridicule, con-
'itt-mpt and condemnation which were
heaped upon Willlasn Henry Seward
for “annexing an iceberg” and for
saquandering §7,200000 of good Yankee
money on “our Arctic province™!

PO a——

To put Bryan in the Cabinet would
| be kicking the hound dog around,
s

Professor Munsterberg surcly does

Lboth Germany and America Injustice
in intimating that the lntter is respon-
gilile for an unwarranted prejudice in
the former eountry against men who
the age of Nfly years,
Reping  how of
Americans of Lght and leading, In po-
litieal life, business life and the lcarned
professions, are well past fifty, we must
doubt if there Is nearly so strong a
prejudice pgainst men of that age hare
as soma have affected to think ever
sitice a celebrated remark of Dr. Os-
ler's exploited with n distorted
menning; and even If so foolish a prej-
udice did exist wo have ton much re-

have reached

largas n proportion

was

gpect for the sound sense of Germany
to think that it would affect the judg-

| etricter regulation of the issuc of 1| pent of that country and pervert it
Ir-t-n.---.-. {hat  ex-canvicts and crooks | jnto the same error,

muy ot bhe running taxieabs und | e

surder ears,” and there shonld be| No pleasure is without (18 compen-

also some more effectunl way of keep
ing track of the conviction of drivers
for violutions of the law, that their
licenses may he revoked, It might Twe
well, also, If owners as well as chauf
| feurs were compelled to tnke out li-
CONRRS,

At the same time the nnforfnnate
Isimmlun fn this city I¢ not due en
tirely to the faults of the automobile
law. As Mr, Callan, the sponsor of
that statute, points out, ft expressis
lenves to cities of the first class the
rerulation of their antomobile traflic
and the restrietion of speed. “This was
fneisted on by New York City men at
the time the measure was under con-
siderntion, because it was hsliewid
thitt no general statute conld meet col-
ditions here as well as local ordinances
conld.  Yet the loenl authorities are
still zoing along under an old ordl-
nanee which prescribes s spead  of
eight miles an hour within the city, o
maximni of Gifteen mi
distreiets, with a $10 fine ns the pen-
ally for vielation. That Is even more
inadequate than (he Callan law. For
the proper protection of the publie in
(his city and adequate punishment of
speed manines and drunken chauffenrs
4 new city ordinance 18 needed quite
gs mueh as fmprovement in the stafe

laws,
——————

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

Weents last week did nol materially
chinge the business status of the eoun-
o The volume of trading on the
New York Stock Exchange was unifm-
portant, and was mfluenced largely by
the Christmas holiday and the dulness
which naturally was expected around
that period, In the general news of
the week, which had a direct conned-
tlon with the security murkets, the rail-
road earnings for November were im-
portunt.  The Increases in gross and
net carnings were sufficlently large to
be helpful in supporting prices of atoeks
under ordinary clreumstances, but the
Christmas senson, frregularity on the
forelgn bourses and a tendency toward
a stringency in the call money market
kept transactions within a limited vol-
ume and made price movements com-
paratively narrow.

The general business of the United
| Btates In most lHnes showed remarkable
expansion.  The holiday  retail trade
was exceplionally large In nearly every
branch, The drygoods business is re-

vears, in both cottons and woollens,
The millg are sald to have important
orders for months in adviance, and, con-
trary to expectalions, jobbers have not
reported any slackening of business.
In the iron and steel trade orders have
been so prossing that the ordinary clos-
Ing down for the holldays will be much
shorter this year than in years gone by,
RHallroads continue to be in the market

les 1o unsettled |

:snl!ug pains IExcessive aulomobile
riding produces the “nutomohbile foot,™
according to physicians—one so little
used that It becomes soft and unable
to bear the increased welght of the
body without pain and injury.

e p——

A plan for the hetter lighting of
the “Great White Way" Is under dis-
Painting the lily!

———

It is avident that & good denl of the
criticlsm aimed at “selling short” in
Wall Btreet 1s based upon a confused
understanding of what “selling short"
means. 1f the process of enguging to
part with something not yet acquired
were to be denominated “going short”
it might remove some of the oblections
of those who maintain that thero is an
impropriety in permitting a man to say
that he s eelling something which he
dovs not actunlly possess, The right to
miake a future contract 18 based on
lsound commercial considerations and
helps materially to steady values in
any field of production and trade.

cussion.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Labor unfon tyranny and MeNamaras
und bombs can't seare that vallant old
warrlor and veteran newspaper man Gen-
eral Harrlson Gray Otis. On October 1,
| 1910, the of hils newspaper, *The
Log Augeles Times" was blown up by the
MeNmmara brothers and a score of his
stoff wore killed. Recently General Otis
moved his big newspaper family into a
new bullding, which he deseribed In a
commemorative edition as follows: “The
bt of the bullders has been to make the
bullding as nearly freproof, earthguake-
proof and dypamite proof as s humanly
possible, and also to make It exaetly
sulted to the practleal and exacting re-
quirements of the expanded and expand-
ing business. The new bullding is wider,
deeper, higher into the alr, extends
farther into the earth, and is more solld,
massive, coduring and imposing in ap-
pearaice than was the destroyed stract-
ure.” The souvenir issue of *The Times,"
In large part a memorial to the victims
af the explosion of M0, marked the frst
oecupancy of the new structure,

home

Little Boy (who reads the newspapers,
to % father on Christmas Day)—FPaps,
have those women who are walking to
Albany reached there yet?

Younger Brother (who also reads the
newspapers, in an indignant and superior
murner)y=Those nren’'t women.  They're
suffrogeites!

It cost the State of Malne u small frae-

'tprutm‘t from fre a vast territory of wild
lands in northern Maine In the last hunt-
ing season, This territory was under the
direction of Hosea H. Buock. of Rangor,
chilef warden under Forest Commlssioner
Mave, Il.l.lﬂ it Includes &6 townahips, em-
Lracing an area of 230719 acres, and is
valued, aveording to the report of the
assessors for 1990, ot $0527,100,  “The Ken-
nebec Journal” save that the fire dis-
iriet tax of one amd one-half mills on this

'\'nlust!on amounted to $14.208), and of
this amount there was used $1,918 3%

Crawford—In regard to the turkey trot,
what has comvinced you that it is vul-

gar?

Crabshow—] Mnd it's always part of
the performancs where they give refined
vaude udge,

A MISUNDERSTANDING.
Our Mayor lately seemed annoyed
Because soma “wrelched scamp”

ployed
This term, “the vestihuls of hell”
For Brooklyn, which he loves so well,
The point he somehow seemed to mias;
Else, why was he disturbed by thia?
No Brooklvnite the words should scorch—
What #& a vestibule? A porch
Through which the people every day
Pasa to business or to play—
i short, It s what we mizht style
An adjunct 1o a domicile.
Then when we come to think of It,
Manhattun I the one that's hitt
g, B. M,

om-

Student in Physles—Could you get A
shiock by holiding onto the receiver of &
teleplhintie ™

Prrofessor-

It depends upon who is talk-
Ing.—Judge,

Willinm 8 Gummere, Clief Justice [il4
the New Jersey Superior Uourt, hus &
keen sonse of humor, which spirkles at
time=, He had just taken s scat In @
Pennsyivienla Railroad tratn on his way
Liome from Trenton the other day, when &
rither gaudily dressed woman wnllked up
to him and demanded to know: *Is this
the smoker?® *“No,” responded the jus-
tHee, quietly, “you'll find the smoker two
cars ahead.”

“We should all marry our opposites,'
remnrked the Wise Guy,

“Ind you ever hear of a beardless
vouth marrying a girl with a harelip?”
asked the Simple Mug.-—-Philadelphia
Record,

At a supper which took place after the
theatre one evenlng last week at a home
which {8 known for ita elaborite hospi-
tality thege was present . woman fron
Southern Furops who had been in this
econntry only a fow davs, When the clg-
arottes wern passod she was the only
woman at the table wheo declined to
tukn one, and in answer to her neigh-
bor's question  sald that she never
emoked clearettes, 1 am  surpriged,'”
spnid the man, “for T thought all women
in your country smoked.” *“Most of
them do," ghe sald, “and T am no excep-
tion, but I never smoka clgarette=—I pre-
fer clgnra, probably beenuse of my hus-
hand’'s views on tha subject.” And later
in the ovening tha rest of the women
wera “shocked” by seelng what one of

performance behind a purltana.”™

“Consclence 18 what tells a man when
he Is doing wrong."

“Ihat moy bo true in your family,” re-
led Mr. Meekton, “but my wife's name
s Henretta."—Washington Star,

IF CRIME WERE ABOLISHED-—

| “'Millions Might Starve, Many Voca-

tion End and Sciences Decay."'
To the Fditor of Tha Trilune.

Str: On reading the communication of
Ph. Hurwich to The Tribune of to-day, I
recilled to mind & theory advanced by
#n English author whese book appeared
In London in 1842 and in which he saya:

“A highly educated eondition of Bociety
Is & column, with vice and crime for its
foundation stone and prematire death and
disessa for Its crowning capital . .
und they cannot be removed without the
Iimmediats overthrow and total disor-
ganization of the antire fahric. 1 say that
vice and erlme ars absolutely bpecessary
to high cultivetion; that If the conditions
of society as It now exists ba desirahle,
then vice and erime are of necessity also
!'In"lll:lllln. and that they who offer up
thelr daily prayers for the total annibilo-
tlon of viee nand crime know not what
they aek. let us suppose thelr prayers
granted. Let us suppose that, by the in-
terposition of a miracls, vice and erima
were at once annihllated, and that to-
morrow morning every man, woman and
child were destined to ise from thelr beds
all peefoctly honest gnd good, Milllons of
vy belngs must saon perish of starva-
tion or subaist on charity,”

The author goes on to show the great
number of peopla who, If all were honest
and good, would be thrown Instantly eut
of employment. There would be no use
for courts, judges or lawyers, soldlers or
sallors, locksmiths, pollcemen, makers of
military goods, gunmakers, nearly all ths
medical men, and the employes of persons
of thosa clusses, all clergymen and their
gervants, “thieves, brothel keepers, keep-
ers of low publle houses and places of
viclous resort, or for nawspapers, with
the multitudes supported by them.'

It would also “put an almost entire stop
to the cultivatlon of the sclénces, by re-
moving most of the inducements to study.
'he whole order of society must instantly
e broken up, and an equal distribution
of all property made amongst the whole,
or tamished multitudes must perish, and
the streets, waysides and hedgerows be
thickly strewn with the dyving and the
dead--starved victims to the abolitlon of
vice and erime.’

There 18 certainly room for thought in
the above extract, even !f on first read-
ing wo find ourselves unable to agree with
the notions of the author, who certalnly
produced a very readable book.

WILLIAM DOUGLAS,

New York, Dee. 2, 1912

NATURE'S BALANOE

|
|

Her Checking System Works All

Right Until Man Interferes.
o the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir; Many people assume that for the
great diminution In numbers of game and
some other birds predatory creatures or
so-called vermin are responsible,

This assumption takes no aecount of the
fact that prior to.its settlement by man
the country tesmed with game and birds,
while at the same time vermin were far
more abundant than they ever hiave been
since. 1If vermin are responsible for the
decrense of birds and game, it |8 surely
strange that the decrense was never ap-
parent til man's sctivities made them-
selves felt,

As o matter of fact, naturallsts know
that pature's laws work in this wise:
Whenever one form of lifa tends to un-
duly Inerease as compared with other
forms soine preditory creature devotes
ftself more exclusively to preying on such
unusuadly abundant form, or the food of
the abundant form becomes scarce, so
that there Is an immediate checking of
over-abundance, Thus, should game tend
to become so abumpdant as to threaten its
food supply and endanger starvation, not
anly does diminished food check Increase,
but this is stlll further reduced by at-
tacks of predatory creatures, As soon as
gime drops below normal abundance, the

p . |
ported to be the most satisfuctory in { tion aver two mills an acre to patrol and | predatory ereatures turn their attention

| largely elsowhare, food supply Increases
and conditions favor the increise of game,
This 18 the Iaw of nature's balance and it
works admirably untll man upsets it

Predatory creatures most easily sccure
the wslck, weak or malmed birds and
game, theteby  ellminating them from
propagiation and tending to strengthen
the stock hired. "

Like the ripples from a stons thrown
into u pool of water, reaching to the

the men described as “a very ereditablo |

s disturbance of aature’s
balance at any point makes ftself felt
mors or less throughout the whole intri-
cata fabrle of animal life. .

Man often disturbs nature's balance, but
néver restores it. He Kkills oft the native
gama birds, then introduces foreign ones
in their place. The latter do not suceaed
In ehanged onvironment and he lays all
tha hlame on vermin, prédatory creatures.
Then he wanis to still further upset
nature's balance by killing off the preda-
tory ereatures,

“What fools these

furthest shores,

mortals he'
B. 8. BOWDISH.

New York, Dec. 27, 1912

APPRECIATE TRIBUNE'S HELP

'Paper Won Especial Gratityde of

Public Christmas Tree Workers.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: As one of the workers for the open-
alr Christmas tree 1 wish to express to
you and your staff of reporters Bincere
thanks and appreciation for your splen-
did co-operation in launching the public
Christmas celebration Idea and your sup-
port and protection of the jdeal side of
the “tree of light."

Our effort has had the most beautiful
and hearty co-operation and asslstance
from publle officlals, busginess concerns
and private individuals and the entire city
press,

Your esteemed paper has earned our
apocial gratitude for having courteously
withhield from publication the Informa-
tion you had in advance of others untll
we were corapletely ready with our plans,

With gratitude for your help and sup-
port of ldeallzm,

ONE OF THE WORKERS.

New York, Dee. 29, 1912,

BACKSLIDING

More Stores Open at Night This Year

than Last, Says C. L. Member.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Blr: Wil you publish this correctlon of
a statement made in an editorial printed
in yesterddy's edition? It siys—=regardinig
the opening of the stores in the evenings,
before Christmas—'"This yvear has seen a
contlnuance of the good example of mod-
erntlon set In 1911, A few large stores
have kept open a little longer on Satur-
day evenings, but In general thes incite-
ments of the past to overwork and over-
buying have been agreeably lacking.”

You have, T am sure, been misinformed.
The facts are these (the aata given ms
by floorwalkers in the open stores when
I inspected them on Saturday eveninug,
December 2h: Most of those vislted on
Sixth avenue and 1th street had remained
omen Saturday evening, Wth; Friday even-
ing, MMli: were then open Baturday eve-
ing, 2ist, and, It was expected, would ba
open Monday evening, d, and Christmas
Eve, Two of them Were open an additional
evening, Thursday, 19th.

Qo It was & gtep backward in most of

the =tores from the holiday season of

1911,

If the New York public could he aroused
to the burden which it puts upon depart-
ment stors emploves by shopping in the
evening this burden could be lifted, And
1 am sure that Tha Tribune does not wish
to volce improvement when the facts
show backsliding.

MARY R, SANFORD.
Member of Governing Board of Consum-
ern’ League.

New York, Dee, 25, 1912

LET WOMEN DO THE OARVING!

Equal Rights Principle Would Then

Be Vindicated, Says a Reader.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: We wera greatly amused the other
day by an article in one of our dailics en-
titled “Suffrage Tnlk Hetween the Acts ut
tha Montauk,” especlally when former
Asslstant Distrlet Attorney Elder, In his
spuech, sald: “There are many ln-
stances of the fact that wa have been
actiuyg on the principle that women are
Inferior to men” ete. He said that the
fact that the man of the family was al-
lowed to sit at the head of the table and
carve the dinner was one of tlie better
indications that women felt themselves
inferfor to those whom he termed the
“lards of creatlon” and one reason why
women should fight for equal rights. An-
other reason, said Mr. Elder, was that
the term *old mald" was a reproach,
wiille the word "bachelor'’ was not,

Now, If the fact that men usually do
the carving and thus show thelr su-
perlority fs & reason why “women should
fight for equal rights,' why not change
off awhile and let man pour the tea and
coffes, whila woman sways the carving
knife? As to “old maids,” we did not
know that “equal rights" were golng to
affect this term and, fn the speaker's
Judgment, put an old maid on equal terms
with an old bachelor. Well, wa *“must
get out of our Httle shell und go to some
of the sulfrage conveutions™ as our Flat-
bush friend suggested, These powerful
argumenits are enough to make us get
somewhere, 5

Mattituck, Long Island, Dec. e

=3

HELP!

To tha Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: 1 wish to call attention to an out-
rage—one that ean be corrected by some
one who has the authority to do so.

[ am ons among many who travel on
ihe Madlson avenue surface cars coming
from uptown, and at 424 street have to
g0 to the west on 4d street. What T
complain about is the daily habit of con-
ductors on the downward trip of stop-
ping at the north sida of 43d street and
then notlfylng the passengers that the
next stop will be Vanderbllt avenue. This
compels one to travel from the north slde
of 4d street across that street and the
block between that street and 42d street;
otherwise the passenger s obliged to
travel from Vanderblit avenus west when
the car does not stop at 42d street. I
the cars were to stop on the south side of
4d street, as they do on &ll the other
corners, It would not be so bad. Stopping
on the north side of 4d street, the per-
sons getting off often have to walt for
tewms to cross before they ean go on to
42d street, Having pald to ride to where
I want to get off 1 protest with many

others that we do not get what we pay |

for. A DAILY SUFFERER.
New York, Dec. 18, 1912

CHILD SLAVES.
To the Editor of The I'ribune.

Sir: Christmas morning there appeared
a letter In your paper signed by W, J.
Proctor making a protest agalnst the agl-
tation for the abolition of clild’ labor,

It 18 to be regretted that Mr. Proctor
could not have better thoughts around
this time of the year.

I am sura his letter or his activities wil|
not In the least diminish the great good
that ls belng done to [ree the child slaves,
and therefore do not deem It of any ln-

to elucidate thelr position or de-
fend thelr rights.

Hut | can assure Mr. Proctor, whose
Age 18 past seventy, that there will al-
ways be some one to battle for the ad-
vancement and ease of the human raced
and his plitlable wotterance against this
grent reform 18 as feeble as his age.

JOSEPH LEWIS,

New York, Dec. 26, 1912

RELAND'S NEW FLAG

Nationalists Accept Union Jack
Charged with Harp, |

(Copyright, 1812, by the Brentw "

Ireland’'s official . flag u.fr.o.:“dn::m:l?r::
Ruls bill becomes law will, by HETeement
between the government and the Ng.
tionalist party, not be the green flag wity
the golden harp, which fgures as the
standard of Erin In this country, hyt the
U'nion Jack, or imperfal flag, as displayed
by the great dependencies of e British
Crown.

The Unlon Jack is dlready by
tha flag of the empire, (':ril.’:h:“n‘:t
tralla, New Zealand and South Africa
ench make use of the Unlon Juck, op the
field of whieh 18 shown the speclal her.
aldie device of the sell-governing de.
pendency in question.

8o 1t will be with Ireland. A qua
the flag will be devoled to ::,, r:‘::i:
Jack, while on the remainder of tha red
white or blus fleld, a% the cuse may pe,
thera will ba the heruldle charge of fra.
laml, presumably the harp,

As stated by the leader of the Natiopaj.
ists in the House of Commons the other
diay, the Unlon Jack, which dates from
lyl’ Unlon In 1800, has hitherto becn e
girded with hatred Ly an overwhelmipg
majority of the Irish peopls as symbolis.
Ing the loss of thelr legisiative inde-
pendence. But once the Unlon is repealed |
and awonomy granted 1o Ireland—ones
Ireland is mimitted Into the empire u'
terms of equality and honor with m'
other great dependencles of the crown.
the Unlon Jack. with the Irlsh charge
will becoma the emblem of g contented
Ireland,

—

Only Monarch on the Turf,

King George, the only reigning rove
reign in the world who maintains a rae
Ing stabls, and whosa colors, duly regis
tered, are to be seen on the racetrack,
has won #o many of tha lessap Taces
durlng ths past year that his st 1 ghows
& nat profit of §20.000 ovar the cost of the
training and upkeep of the horses, The
sale of yearilngs 1s also a sourcs of gon-
eiderabls profit. Owing to thls be has
decided to continue his ectiva eonnastion
with the turf for at least another two
years, and all arrangements for ths page
ing of his horses, and thalr entries, are
being made in accordance with this plan

This will donbtless serve to ket at rest
the storles extensively printed a faw!
weeks ago that he had determined “I -
glve up raciug, In deferenca to tha sl
leged prejudices of Queen Mary #galnet |
that particular form of sport.

Sir Valentine Chirol's Successer,

Sir Valentine Chirol has besn succasded
by Wickham Steed as forcign editor “l
“The Times,” of London. Steed has
hitherto becn the resident correspondent
of that paper at Vienna, where he made
& considerable name for hims=elf by his
exceptional Independencs of charatter
and his unusual grasp of Huropean poli-

tles. In fact, the dispatches of "The
Tima=s" from Viennn durlng the last
thres ¥years have been the f{oitures of

the paper.

If 1 call attentton ta this, it iz oning
to the vary Intimate connection hetwees
{his great organ of the knglish pross and
the Britlsh govermmment. It perfetly
trus that the sditorial poliey of the paper
I8 very often agalnst the wdministration
which (t does not hesltita to critlelse amd
assall In the most violent mununer. This
does not préevent the government of th
day, no matter what the party o pone

from Invarlably using “The T f
preferance to any other ey
ite ehannel for ofiicial eonn cittions 10
the puhblle

Moreover, o reshifent eorrespondent of
the paper is appointed to a0y of the great
capltals of Europe withoul a previous

understanding with the Forelgn OfMcs, s
that the embassy and “Thia Thnes" cof
respondent almost {uvariably work band
in hand. Sir Valentine Chirol, who has
been for so many years forelgn editor
of “The Times," was a clerk in the For-
elgn Office for a number of yeirs hefore
he joined ““The Times' as its correspond-
ent tn Berlln. e wus holdiug that offics
when gelected to succesd Sir Donald Mse- |
kenzie Wallace as director of the !unlni
depariment of the papor.

Royal Birthdays at Christmas.

Denmark's new Quean, lice her unels,
King George of Grecce, and her ninetess
year-old ecousin, Frinca Vigsgo, youngest
son of Prince Waldemar of Denmark, en-
joys the distinetion of having been boit|
on Christmas Eve: that s to say, In the |
night {ntervening between the daylight of
December 24 and 2. To these must be
added the eller of the two Dowages
Grandduchesses of Loxemburg (grand-
mother of the present occupant of the
grandducal throne); also Priucess Fras-
golsa of Orleans, the ten-vear-old daugh
hter of the Duke and Duchesse de Gulse
the duchesse belng a sister of the Duke
of Orleans, and the Duo de Guise the only
surviving son of the lute Due de Chartres, |
who served on the staft of General Georss|
. MeClellan during the Clvil War in this
country. ,

In English speaking countries and ia|
Seandlnavia births on Christmas Eve off
on Christmas Day are accounted lucky.
But in otiler parts of Europe they an
consldered very unluchy, and the many
tragedies which darkened the life of Em-
press Ejizabeth of Austria, finally” cul
minating in her assassination at Gensva
are ascribed by numbers of people to the
fact that she was boin on Christmas
Eve. Folklore throughout the South of
surope, not only In Latin countries but
also in soine parts of the Balkans, had
taught for hundreds of years pust that &
terrible bilght rests upon those borm 04
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, popis
lar superstition holiing such births 1o be
sporilegious,

England's Tiniest Admiral.
Admiral Sir John Jellicoa, who has just
been appointed to the office of Second Sea
Lord of the Naval Department, at White

[ hail, 1s, barring midshipmites, the
| diminutive oficer of the senior servieh
| differing in this respect from Admirsl
| Prince Louls of Battenberg, whose pluce
{ he is taking. Yet, in spite of his hrovits
of stature, he won fame in his vounger
Cdiyvs as a foothall player, s an all )
athiste and as a boxer. Ho has sesh
plenty of fighting. As sub-lleutenant be I
was present at the bombardment of AleS® -
andria, and afterward took part in ;
battle of Tel-el-Kebir as & member &

the Naval Brigale.

from Malid

Jelllcos was 1ll, suffering
fever, on hoard the Victoria, which whE
rammed by the Camperdown, and sent !
the bottom of the Mediterranean, carf
ind down with her Admiral Sir Geo
Tryon.nndmmmmhundnd "
and men, but miraculously escaped.

Indeed, having entered the water
his temperature was 103, he was
at the normal %, cured of his {liness; ®
that it was Irreverently sald that he
born to ba hanged, He was badly WOl
od in the attempt to reliove the 0
legations at Peking twelve yoeaks 480

serving us chief of staff of




